
 

Sailing season for the Salty Dog Sailing Club will officially open at our May meeting on 

5/9 (weather permitting).  This early season has been challenging because of the work 

being done on Chatfield and the closures it entails. Most of our early season events 

now will be held at Cherry Creek. Our May meeting will be in our summer format with a 

brief presentation, updates on Salty Dog events, and then we head to the water for a 

wonderful evening, sunset sail.   

 
There’s now a Members Only section on our web site.  It currently contains our By Laws 

and Policies and Financial documents.  There was discussion about adding the club 

roster but our web master tells me hackers can get to our members’ personal  
information a little too easily, even being password protected.  Members will be 

emailed an updated roster soon in a web blast.  Please save it to your CPU and/or print 

out a couple of copies.  The new format has a column to indicate members’ availability 

to sail and ability levels.  We’re hoping both boat owners and crew will use this to 

schedule other fun sailing events throughout the season.   

 

I’ll be meeting with Community Sailing of Colorado to formulate a plan to build  
membership for both organizations.  They have lots of programs to encourage sailing in 

our area.  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:  They do adaptive sailing programs to help folks 

with physical/cognitive challenges enjoy our sport.  Check their web site:   
https://www.communitysailing.org/sailing-programs/#_adaptive-sailing  I see this as 

an opportunity to enjoy sailing, while helping others and encouraging membership in 

Salty Dogs. 

   
Your board continues to formulate plans to make the club bigger and better in 2019.  

There’s a book called “Going from Good to Great” and that’s where we hope to move 

the Salty Dogs.  Our club goes back a long time to when it was an offshoot of Beyond  

Divorce, a Denver singles club.    It then became Red Sails, a sailing club, but the  
singles kept meeting and marrying each other, so a more inclusive club was founded 

called the Salty Dog Sailing Club.     

 

Current improvements include:   
1.  an improved web site that allows on line payments for events.  We’re #1 or #2 when 

folks look for Denver sailing. 
2.  a robust sailing season with multi day events and some events with other metro 

sailing clubs.   

3. Colorado Water Sports/Victoria Sailing School now is offering discounts to our  

members on most if not all their products.  They offer sailing classes, ASA  

certifications, Dinghy racing events and other water sports as well as the Why Buy Club. 

 

Be sure to check the sailing schedule.  There are some wonderful events planned.   

 

                                  (    continued on page  4  ) 
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Vice Commodore’s Log                                                                                   Blair Ohler 

Seems like just yesterday when Kathy H regaled us with her poem which contained some very important pointers on 

handling protocol issues while around and on boats.  Thank you, Kathy, for sharing your wonderful poem and your  

insights. 

  
It also was a time when John V shared some thoughts on docking a sailboat.  We had to cut John short because of 

time constraints, but we have asked him to return later in the year to give the full presentation.  Thanks John.  

  
Our first summer meeting with sailing is coming on May 9 at Cherry Creek.  We will start at the Park Office near the 

East entrance.  The Operations Manager, Larry B, will provide a short briefing on the park and what it offers.  Since this 

is not a restaurant, please bring your own food and drink.  Also, since this is a free venue, buss the tables when you 

are done.  Once the meeting ends, we will move to the marina to sail the rest of the evening, weather permitting.  Boat 

owners, if you want to earn those points toward next year’s membership, please let me know.  I only have two boats 

right now.  Why Buy members can also capitalize on this.  The cost, this one time only, is $5.00 for members and 

$7.50 for guests.  Since we currently have two boats, space is limited.  If you haven’t sent your check or signed up via 

the web page, now would be a good time to do that.  

  

See you at Cherry Creek 

 

LESSON LEARNED AT THE LAST MEETING  ( April )  by John Venema 

  

I learned that using an easel to explain the dynamics of sailing in and out of a marina is about as useful as  

attempting to teach gymnastics using only a blackboard. 

 

One can learn WHAT to do at home but HOW to do it can only be learned by experiencing and feeling it. 

  
So…the short “WHAT”  version of entering and leaving docks is:  Know how your boat maneuvers, be familiar 

with the marina, have a plan and communicate it to the crew, assign duties, prepare the boat before entering or 

leaving and expect the unexpected.  The HOW TO part is: DO IT and remember what you have learned. 

Our ‘Fallback’ Venue  -  Cherry Creek  --  If that doesn’t say ‘Life is Good’, What Does ? 



Sailing Schedule 2019   ( still a bit of a work  -  in  - progress … ) Diana Bliss 
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****   To volunteer as a Coordinator, please contact Diana at onthewater@saltydog.org   **** 

Date Event Location Coordinator 

Saturday  May 4 Boat Wash / Launch Cherry Creek Dave Westfall 

Thursday May 9 May Meeting / Sail Cherry Creek Blair Ohler 

Saturday  May 18 Ladies Day Sail Cherry Creek Gary Kieft 

Fri May 31 —  Sun June 2   Memorial Day Weekend Sail Lake Pueblo Melissa Steiner 

Saturday  June 8 New Member Sail and BBQ Cherry Creek Blair Ohler 

Thursday  June 13 June Meeting & Sail Cherry Creek Ray Mays 

Saturday  June 29 Men’s Day  Sail Cherry Creek Ray Mays 

Thursday  July 11 July Meeting & Sail Chatfield  Lori Conway 

Saturday  July 20 Mid  -  Summer Day Sail Chatfield Blair Ohler 

Weds  July 24  -  Sun July  28 Big Mac Multi  -  Day Sail Lake McConaughy 
Dave Westfall  
Diana Bliss 

Fri  Aug 9  -  Sat Aug 10 Dillon Two  -  Day Sail Lake Dillon John Venema 

Thursday  August 15 August Mtg / Full Moon Sail Chatfield Shane Brouillette 

Fri  Aug 31  -  Mon  Sept 2 Labor Day Weekend Sail Lake Dillon Marilyn Allen 

Thursday  Sept 12 Sept Mtg / Full Moon Sail Chatfield Shane  Brouillette 

Saturday  Sept 28 Golden Colors Sail Cherry Creek Shane Brouillette 
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As your Commodore I’m excited to see so much enthusiasm about our club.  In the background, I’ve reviewed our  

insurance coverage, discussed costs and secured current copies of our policies.  The board has approved dropping 

Boat Owners insurance reimbursement, established policies for boat owners’ accommodations on multi-day trips,  

provided a free 3rd sail for new members, 1-day free sail for a member who brings in a new member, and incorporated 

our Mission Statement, Vision and Values into our policies.   We’re continuing to form strategic alliances with other 

sailing clubs and organizations for more fun SD events and mutual growth of the clubs and organizations.   Here’s to a 

great 2019 sailing season.   

 

Your Commodore, Marilyn Allen  

Commodore’s Log  -  continued from page 1                                                             

Star Gazing Night Out  -  A Salty Dog Dry Land Event 

 

Salty Dogs enjoyed a wonderful evening at the DU Chamberlain Observatory Tuesday April 16. 

 
We had a speaker explaining all about Jupiter and its moons and then were able to go upstairs to use the 

huge telescope to look at the moon !!  

 
They recommend us going back in a couple of months time, as more planet sightings should be available 

then !! 

  

A great crowd  -  and congrats again to Lori’s daughter for getting married :)  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 5 Volume 38, Issue 5 

                                              Announcements 

Saturday, May 4  -  Cherry Creek  --  'Non  -  Boat Wash Boat Wash'   

Due to the ongoing project work at Chatfield, we cannot do the traditional Boat Wash as in years past. 

Dave has stepped in to keep alive the Salty Dog Tradition of kicking off the year with a Boat Wash ! 

 
The Boat Wash has been moved to Cherry Creek Lake West Boat Ramp Parking Lot near the Marina.  

Meet Dave Westfall near the Mast Raising Pole at 9 AM. 

We’ll wax Sea Horse, then raise the mast. 

Bring your own lunch, drink and PFD. 

Weather permitting we’ll sail after lunch. 

There may, possibly, be additional Why Buy boat (s) sailing. 

Contact Dave  sdscwebmaster@saltydog.org with any questions.  

 

 

Thursday May 9 Meeting / Sail  -  Cherry Creek 
Time to hit the water, sailors!  We will do that, weather permitting, on May 9 at Cherry Creek State Park (Cherry Creek 

Reservoir).  We will start at 5:30 in the Conference Room of the Park Office.  Follow E Lehigh Ave, E Lake View  Rd 

and Park Office Access coming from the East Side Portal (Parker Road). Look for the brown and white sign saying 

“Park Office”. The Operations Manager was kind enough to offer that to us free of charge and it will mitigate any bad 

weather we might encounter.  Bring your own food, drink, and PFD.  The Operations Manager has volunteered to give 

us a 15-minute presentation on the park and what it offers.  We will have our regular sailing meeting format with a 

short statement from the Board followed by sailing on Cherry Creek.  If you intend to sail with us please let me know. 
Blair Ohler     vice.commodore@saltydog.org   

 

 

Saturday May 11  -  Rockies Game ! 

Rockies vs San Diego Padres.   Game time is 6 PM.  Meet at Coors Field.  Everyone purchases their own tickets. 

Contact Andrea Lewis  dryland@saltydog.org  

 

 

Saturday May 18 Ladies Day Sail  -  Cherry Creek 
Details on page  6 

 

 

Lake Pueblo Memorial Day Weekend Sail  -  Friday May 31  -  Sunday June 2 

Details on page  7 

 

 

Lake McConaughy Four Day Sail  -  July 24  -  28 

Details on page  8 

 

 

Lake Dillon Sail  -  August  9 , 10  

Details on page 7 
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Salty Dog’s Classic Women’s Invitational 
 

The 2019 Ladies’ Day Sail  

 

 
WHAT & WHEN:     

Ladies' Day is a go.  Please join us as we appreciate the women among us, and our favorite watersport. 

 

Saturday, May 18th.   

Let's gather between 10:30 and 11:00 for a relaxing sea-side brunch, with a view of Denver Sailing  

Association's Hornblower Shootout Regatta, which begins at 12:00. 

 

WHERE:             

CHERRY CREEK RESERVOIR 
Let's meet at the concrete shade structure that is just south of the Marina Clubhouse, and still north of the boat 

ramp.  

 

OTHER:             

Bring your PFD, sunscreen, water, a snack, a hat, a pair of rusty sea legs, and your sailing enthusiasm. 

 

HOW:                

Sign-up and submit your check to Coordinator Gary Kieft, no later than May 8th, please.   

Contact Gary at:     secretary@saltydog.org  

 

 

COST:                

Members, $15.  Guests, $22.50.  Ladies, free, but your check is your reservation. 

 

STATUS:            

I currently have two Why-Buy? J-22s, and seven people attending.   

 

 

I'm getting excited to resume sailing.  See you there.  --Gary 
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Lake Pueblo Sailing Weekend, Friday May 31 – Sunday June 2 

 

Come join the Salty Dog Sailing Club on our 3rd annual Pueblo event !!  

We will be at the South campground and marina again, where there’s a free hoist for the masts. We have  

reserved two slips and three campsites. 

 

We will be sailing on Saturday and Sunday, weather permitting.  
Friday night is a potluck dinner at the campground — bring your own meat to grill and a side dish to 

share, also BYOB.  The Club will provide the paper products for dinner.  

Saturday night dinner will be at a local restaurant where we’ll have a group reservation.  

Everyone will be on their own for breakfast and lunch both days of sailing. 

 
Registration (member pricing) is $122 for those camping on Friday and Saturday, and $100 for those 

staying in a hotel. This includes the 2 days of sailing, and there is no reduced price for a 1-day sail.  

 

You may pay by check at the May 9th meeting, or contact: 

Melissa Steiner at pueblo@saltydog.org 

Checks are payable to SDSC.  
If you pay via credit card on the Salty Dog website, a 5% convenience fee is added to the prices above, 

making it $128.10 for campers and $105.00 for hotel-dwellers.  

On-line credit card payment is at https://www.saltydog.org/on-the-water-events/ 

 

For those who are camping, please specify what type of camping unit you will have, i.e. tent, van,  

pull-behind, etc.  

 

If you have questions: 

Melissa Steiner at pueblo@saltydog.org 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Lake Dillon Sail  ----  Friday and Saturday  ----  August 9 & 10, 2019 

 

Space may be limited so sign up early for this popular event. 

Sail two days for just $40 or choose one day for $25.  

Guests of members pay $60 for two days or $38 for one day. 

Each day we will set sail late morning and sail until evening.   

Then we will celebrate with dinner at a local pub (optional). 

 

To reserve your place, send your check, payable to Salty Dogs. 

Contact  John Venema at dillon@saltydog.org  

 
Indicate the days you want to sail and please include your email address and cell phone number so I can 

send you details on where and when to board the boats, location of the pub, etc. 

https://www.saltydog.org/on-the-water-events/
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Big Mac Sail — Lake McConaughy, Nebraska                                                                       
 

Double the Fun on the Big Mac Sail July 24 — 28th  
 
Last year the only complaint was that the Big Mac Sail trip wasn’t long enough!  
So this year, as shown below, we have DOUBLED everything: 

1. DOUBLE THE TIME: We have scheduled a 4 day trip from July 24th to the 28th 

2. DOUBLE THE BOATS: There will be Four Sail Boats 

3. DOUBLE THE SAILORS: We will have the capacity for 18 total Attendees. 

4. DOUBLE THE DANCING:  To the www.theNickHickman.com Country Western Band  

5. DOUBLE THE FUN: 4 Days and Nights of Sailing, Socializing and Dancing!  Yahoo… 

In keeping with our Colorado sailing club outreach program, we have lined up two boats from our  Salty 

Dog Sailing Club (SDSC), plus one from the Colorado Sail and Yacht Club (CSYC) and another  
MacGregor 26X from the America's Boating Club of Colorado,  formerly the Boulder Valley Power 

Squadron (BVSPS).  So, with 4 days to sail, each attendee could get to sail on each of the boats. 

 

Here are the Details:  The Signup Sheet will be available at the May 9th Meeting. 
 

WHEN: Salty Dog Sailing Club Lake McConaughy Sail July 24th-28th . 

WHERE: We’ll be staying at the Admiral’s Cove Resort on the north side of Lake McConaughy. 
Admiral’s Cove Resort 

999 Lemoyne Rd 

Lemoyne, NE 69146 

Phone: 308-355-2102 

Email: admiralscove@lakemac.net 

 
NOTE: The Resort is already starting to sell rooms for our weekend, so it’s critical, that if you need a Room call 

308-355-2102 today to make your Reservations!   
 

COST: $160 for donation for those staying in a Motel and $220 for Campers.  

REMEMBER: Your McConaughy SDSC Sail Reservation isn’t confirmed until we receive your Check payable to 

Salty Dog Sailing Club or Credit Card payment.   

 

Payment / Sign up deadline is June 21 …. Must be paid by that date ! 

 

 

Please pay online using these Website signup links that include a 5% Convenience Fee: 
http://www.saltydog.org/product/mcconaughy-sail-motel/ 

http://www.saltydog.org/product/mcconaughy-sail-campers/ 

 

Or mail your check to: 
Dave Westfall 

Email: sdscwebmaster@saltydog.org  

                                            

http://www.theNickHickman.com
https://www.admiralscoveresort.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=999+Lemoyne+Rd+Lemoyne,+NE+69146&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=999+Lemoyne+Rd+Lemoyne,+NE+69146&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:admiralscove@lakemac.net
http://www.saltydog.org/product/mcconaughy-sail-motel/
http://www.saltydog.org/product/mcconaughy-sail-campers/


We’re on the web! 

www.saltydog.org 

Date Event Location Coordinator/Presenter 

May 4 Boat Wash Cherry Creek Dave Westfall 

May 9 Monthly Meeting / Sail Cherry Creek Blair Ohler 

May  11 Rockies Game Coor’s Field — 6 PM Andrea Lewis 

May  18 Ladies Day Sail Cherry Creek Gary Kieft 

May  31  -  June 2 Memorial Weekend Sail Lake Pueblo Melissa Steiner 

 Articles for next issue are due on the 25th. Please send Word Doc files to:  newsletter@saltydog.org 

The Salty Dog Sailing Club, Inc. is a Colorado nonprofit  

organization composed of couples and singles interested in 

sailing and socializing with others who share their love for 

the sport. Boat owners and non-owners are welcome !  

 

The Club plans about a dozen sails each season, including 

day and weekend sails at nearby lakes. Special three day 

holiday trips often include Lake Granby or Pueblo Reservoir 

in Colorado, Lake McConaughy in Nebraska, or Glendo  

Reservoir in Wyoming. 

 

Salty Dog members have also organized charter sails in the 

Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Greece, and France.  Aside 

from sailing, we have a variety of fun dryland activities 

throughout the year. 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, 

except for February, November and December when there 

are banquets and special parties. Meetings during the off 

season are now held at Piccolo’s, 3563 S. Monaco, Denver, 

CO 80237. Beginning in June regular club meetings resume 

at the Chatfield Marina. Rendezvous at the Seagull 

(Chatfield Marina) Restaurant around 5:30 — 6:00 for  

socializing with other members and to order dinner. A brief 

meeting will follow with the goal of being on the water by 

7:00 pm. 

Salty Dog Sailing Club Officers 

Sailing Season  Is Here !!! 
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On the Water      Diana Bliss             onthewater@saltydog.org  
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