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Ahoy, Salty Doggers! 

The Great Tea Race of 1866 

   In 1834, the English East India Company 

lost its chartered monopoly on trade with 

China. This, with the repeal of the Naviga-

tion Acts, gave rise to a competitive tea 

market. Whoever got to the docks with 

their cargo of fresh tea received a premium 

of up to 10 shillings (the equivalent today 

of $57.67) a pound, making the whole car-

go worth about £3000 ($346,025.70 to-
day), making the cargo worth upwards of a 

quarter of the ship’s worth. 

   Needless to say, this had a growing impact 

on shipbuilding in the United States and in 

the British Isles. Ships were designed to be 

sleeker and faster. I have already given the 

design features of these new clipper ships 

(See my log in the August 2017 newsletter.), 

so I won’t go into them here. Suffice it to say 

that with these new ships, the increased 

competition for tea, and the burgeoning opi-

um trade between India and China, the sce-

ne was set for the advent of the Tea Races. 
British clipper ships would arrive in China just 

as the tea leaves 

by Becky Mock 

Happy New Year.  Let’s all set positive inten-
tions for 2018.  Four of mine are:  1.  Maintain 
peace of mind regarding the turmoil in our 
country, 2.  Accept others with different beliefs 
and customs, so long as they are not trying to 
harm us or our way of life 3.  Look for the best 
in every situation.  4.  Practice compassion.  
Obviously, I’m going to have my hands full 
with such lofty intentions.  Wish me luck! 

Sailing season could be as close as April 1 for 
us hardier folks, but meanwhile, we have so-
cializing time at our monthly meetings, the 2nd 
Thursday of every month.  Our January and 
March meetings are scheduled at our usual 
place, Garrison Street Grill.  Dinner and social-
izing from 5:30 on, meeting at 7 PM.  February 
is Landlubbers at Blossoms restaurant.   

In January, one of our long-time members, Paul 
Laesecke will be doing a presentation on team 
building….not a bad concept for longer stays 

on a boat. Paul has great stories to tell and 
he’s an excellent sailor so this should be a 
fun and informative presentation.  Here’s 
Paul’s description: 

“My presentation will be on team building with 
the Executive MBA program in San Diego. The 
students in the Executive MBA program have 
to have 5 years of upper management prior to 

taking the class. At the beginning they form 5 
person teams based on their Myers Briggs scores. 
  
“I will have my computer for slides in case any-
one wants to see the Maxie Boats for the Sydney 
to Hobart race or the America’s Cup boats in 
New Zealand after the program.” 
 
February 10th is Landlubbers at Blossoms restau-
rant. 

In March, we’ll have Gari Westkott talking about 
her most recent adventures in Panama. 

The Naughty Dinghy, the $3000 knot, and 
Sweat, Cleat, or Slip  

by Gari Westkott, 
Otherwise known as Travels with Shannon and 
other foibles. Audience participation also encour-
aged. Be prepared to tell us some of the faux pas 
that you have encountered, enacted, or otherwise 
observed of "bad" sailing practices. Come pre-
pared to tell us YOUR stories, too. 

Those of you who know Gari will remember she 
always provides great stories and entertainment. 

I’m missing my water time, so I’m looking for-

ward to a great year and lots of sailing fun.  See 

you all soon.  Marilyn Allen, Vice Commodore  

Vice Commodore’s Log by Marilyn Allen 
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were ready for shipment. They would 

load their holds, and then race back 

to the docks in London, a journey of 

about three months and 14,000 

miles. The first to have their cargo on 

the docks won the premium. 

   The Tea Race of 1866 is known for 

being the closest race with the top 

two contenders reaching the docks 

within half an hour of each other. 

This makes it the closet such race in 

history and gives it the superlative 

“Great”. Nine ships contended for 

the prize, but only four were serious 

contenders. Captain John Keay cap-

tained the Ariel. The Fiery Cross was 

captained by the experienced Dick 

Robinson, having won four of the last 

five races. The fifth was won by Cap-

tain George Innes sailing a brand 

new Serica. The fourth ship, the 

Taeping, was skippered by Captain 

Donald McKinnon. 

   The race began in the harbor at 

Fuzhou, China on May 28, 1866. 

Keay on the Ariel, weighed anchor at 

5 pm, the first to set sail for London. 

Due to some bad luck with a power-

lacking tug, the Ariel could not get 

across the bar of the Min River 

against the falling tide. The Fiery 

Cross, with a more powerful tug, nav-

igated the bar successfully and set 

sail later that evening. The next morn-

ing the Ariel negotiated the bar and 

set sail with the Serica and the Taep-

ing beside her. 

   The ships sailed east around the 

northern coast of Formosa (now Tai-

wan), then headed south. They were 

often close enough to see crew mem-

bers on other ships performing their 

duties. Fiery Cross reached Anjer, Ja-

va only 20 days out from Fuzhou. 

Taeping and Ariel passed the town 

two days later with Serica another day 

behind. The weather remained fair 

and all four ships made good time. At 

the island of St Helena in the south 

Atlantic, Taeping held a day’s lead 

over Taeping with Arial and Serica 

another day behind. Using all their 

skill to get the last bit of speed from 

the winds, all four boats passed Flo-

res on the Azores on August 29. 

   With fair winds from the southeast, 

they headed for the English Channel. 

Gradually strung out in a line, Ariel 

and Taeping had a slight advantage 

over Serica and Fiery Cross. The two 

leaders ran up the Channel in sight of 

each other. Ariel was spotted first by 

shore watchers on September 6. Ten 

minutes later Taeping sailed into 

view. Serica was less than 2 hours 

behind and the Fiery Cross an 

“unlucky and humiliating” 36 hours 

later. 

    Ariel had bad luck with the tugs 

again and reached the docks 25 

minutes behind Taeping. MacKinnon, 

having off loaded his cargo before 

Keay, technically won the race, but 

agreed to split the premium with 

Keay. They had left Fuzhou together 

and arrived on the other side of the 

world together. The Tea Race had nev-

er been so close before and never 

would be again in all its 30-year histo-

ry. 
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Wind in your sails, Becky 

The route of the Great Tea Race of 1866 
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To volunteer as a Coordinator, please call Dianna at (303) 424-7841 

Date Event Location Coordinator 

Saturday, May 5 Boat Wash/Launch Chatfield Becky Mock 

Saturday, May 12 
Ladies Day Sail (Ladies sail 

free) 
Chatfield  

Fri-Sun, Jun 1-3 Memorial Day Weekend Sail Lake Pueblo  

Saturday, June 9 
New Members Sail & BBQ 

(new member sail ½ price) 
Chatfield Lori Conway 

Thursday, June 14 Meeting Sail Chatfield  

Saturday, June 23 Men’s Day Sail (Men sail free) Chatfield  

Saturday, June 30 Full Moonlight Sail Chatfield  

Fri—Sun, July 6-8 4th of July Sail 
Lake Granby or 

Sterling 
Becky Mock 

Thursday, July 12 Meeting Sail Chatfield  

Saturday  July 21 Mid Summer Sail Chatfield Brooke and Larry Moreland 

Saturday, July 28 Full Moonlight Sail Chatfield  

Thursday, August 9 Meeting Sail Chatfield  

Fri & Sat, August 10-11 2-Day Mountain Sail Dillon Lake John Venema 

Sat—Sun, August 18-19 2 Day Sail at a nearby Lake 
Big Mac, Granby, 

Carter, ?? 
 

Sunday, August 26 Full Moonlight Sail Chatfield  

Fri-Mon, Aug 31-Sept 3 Multi-Day Labor Day Sail Lake Dillon Marilyn Allen 

Sunday, September 9 Golden Colors Sail Cherry Creek  

Saturday, September 15 End of Season Sail Cherry Creek  



We’re on the web! 

www.saltydog.org 

Event Schedule  

Date Event Location Coordinator/Presenter 

January 11 Meeting Garrison Street Grill Paul Laesecke 

February 10 Landlubbers Blossom’s Lucy Bambrey 

March 15 Meeting Garrison Street Grill Marilyn Allen 

April 12 Meeting Garrison Street Grill Marilyn Allen 

May 5 Boatwash Chatfield Becky Mock 

(I’m going to try to keep this projected for 2 months, space permitting. Check each issue for changes.) 

Articles for next issue are due on the 25th. Please send Word Doc files to:  newsletter@saltydogs.org 

The Salty Dog Sailing Club, Inc. is a Colorado nonprofit or-

ganization composed of couples and singles interested in 

sailing and socializing with others who share their love for 

the sport. Boat owner and non-owners are welcome! 

The Club plans about a dozen sails each season, including 

day and weekend sails at nearby lakes. Special three day 

holiday trips often include Lake Granby or Pueblo Reservoir 

in Colorado, Lake McConaughy in Nebraska, or Glendo Res-

ervoir in Wyoming. 

Salty Dog members have also organized charter sails in the 

Virgin Islands, the Bahamas, Greece, and France. 

Aside from sailing, we have a variety of fun dryland activities 

throughout the year. 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month, 

except for February, November and December when there 

are banquets and special parties. Meetings during the off 

season are held at Red and Jerry’s at 1840 W Oxford Ave. 

#B, Sheridan, CO 80110.  

Beginning in June regular club meetings resume at the Chat-

field Marina. Rendezvous at the Seagull (Chatfield Marina) 

Restaurant around 5:30-6:00 for socializing with other mem-

bers and to order dinner. A brief meeting will follow with the 

goal of being on the water by 7:00 pm. 

Salty Dog Sailing Club Officers 

In case you were wondering: 

125 

Days to  

Sailing Season! 
But who’s counting? Shark Love!? 

Commodore Becky Mock            commodore@saltydog.org 
Vice Comm Marilyn Allen     vice.commodore@saltydog.org  
Membership Lori Conway     membership@saltydog.org 
Secretary Stephen Hale     secretary@saltydog.org 
Dry Land Dan Ebbert     dryland@saltydog.org 
On the Water Diana Bliss     onthewater@saltydog.org 
Newsletter Ira Greenberg     newsletter@saltydog.org 
Treasurer Brooke Moreland    treasurer@saltydog.org 
Web Admin Larry Moreland     sdscwebmaster@saltydog.org 




